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Description of the project  
The safety of older persons has been identified as a crucial component of ageing in place (Carpenter 
et al., 2017). In particular, long-lies after a fall jeopardize the physical and psychological health and 
wellbeing of community-dwelling older persons (Simpson et al., 2014; Fleming & Brayne, 2008; 
Johnston et al. 2010). Therefore, Personal Safety Alerting Devices (PSAD) are recommended to 
support safe ageing in place. 

Unfortunately, older persons are still reluctant to use PSADs (Nyman & Victor, 2014; McLean, 
2016; Heinbüchner et al., 2010). Although a majority of older persons view PSADs favourably; only a 
minority of older persons actually use them (Chaudhuri et al., 2014; Künemund & Tanschus, 2014). 
Suggested technology acceptance models exhibit several limitations, e.g.: technology acceptance 
may fluctuate over time, which is not taken into account (Yousafzai et al., 2007); or they do not 
include the step of adoption of a technology (Kiwanuka, 2015). Additionally, little is known about 
the perspective of relatives, community nurses and general practitioners, who are both pivotal for 
ageing in place and PSAD use and non-use in daily life.  
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Therefore, it was essential to gain a meaningful understanding of processes and factors  
influencing PSAD use and non-use in older persons from the key stakeholders of ageing in place, i.e. 
older persons, their relatives, community nurses and General Practitioners (GPs). 

In this doctoral thesis, five studies were conducted utilizing a multi-perspective, predominantly  
qualitative approach, to investigate PSAD use and non-use of community-dwelling older persons. In 
the first study, a scoping review was conducted regarding the nature and extent of the involvement 
of older persons in the development of PSADs. In the second and third studies, the needs and 
preferences of community- dwelling older persons were taken into consideration. They were 
involved in the various stages of the development of a wearable, waterproof and automatic fall 
detection PSAD. In the fourth and fifth studies, older persons reasons, thoughts, motives and 
influencing factors for PSAD use and non-use were explored. The perspectives and experiences of 
relatives, community nurses and general practitioners were also examined and integrated into the 
study.  

The conducted studies have been/will be published in international peer-reviewed journals. 
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